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About Anti Copying 
in Design (ACID)



700 11 6+1 £100b 1.97m

Achieved Intellectual Property Act 2014 & Small 
Claims Track for IP and other design law reforms

c. 90% ACID Members believe design IP infringement 
is deliberate

FIVE PILLARS Education & Awareness 
   Deterrence Prevention  

  Support       Campaigning

members ambassadors legal affiliates design economy employed in UK

ACID Stats 
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Partnerships 

A selection of 
partners making up 

our ACID 
Community!
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MEMBERSHIP



7

Why Does IP 
Matter?
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Little Brian / The Range
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Lola Design/ Temu
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2025 Campaigning So Far



What is IP?
 



INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY 
RIGHTS (IPRs)
• Trade Marks 
 Registrable, potentially perpetual
• Design rights 
 Registered 25 years
 Unregistered 10-15 years
 Supplementary 3 years
• Copyright

 Life plus 70 years, automatic
• Patents
 Inventions, 20 years
• Trade Secrets (know-how), forever!



Smart Phones – IP in your Pocket!
Patents & Utility 
Models

Copyright

Trade secrets

Designs
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TRADE MARKS

45 classes (34 goods classes & 11 services)
Limited to Territory e.g. EU, UK, Individual countries
Prior searching / Watch services for maintenance
Renewal (typically 10 years)
Use requirement

Always search before use
Register in all relevant classes
Look out for similar registrations and oppose if necessary (take 
advice!)



Trade marks

Patents & Utility 
Models

Copyright

Trade secrets

Designs
Overall look of the phone
Design and shape of 
“buttons”
Position and shape of 
screen

Smart Phones – IP in your Pocket!



Registered
Unregistered
Supplementary  (loss of EU27 Community 
design protection)

Designs, generally:
Complex
Cost and time prohibitive to pursue
Need for IP reform – Consultation 2024

DESIGN RIGHT



Trade marks

Patents

Copyright

Trade secrets

Copyright
Software
User manuals
Ring tones
Start-up tone
Images

Designs

Smart Phones – IP in your Pocket!



Drawings and plans

Technical specifications

Software

Images

Terms and conditions 

     of business

Marketing material

Written words

Architectural plans/works

Photographs

Collages

Sculptures

Engravings

Surface decoration 

Works of artistic craftsmanship 
Gaze Burvill

COPYRIGHT



Copyright

Trade secrets

Designs

Patents
Data processing 
models
Operating system
Operation of user 
interface

Smart Phones – IP in your Pocket!
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Patents

• Confers registered protection on 
inventions relating to products or 
processes

• Must be novel, inventive and not in the 
public domain prior to making a patent 
application

• Dyson relies on global patents rather 
than design rights



What Are Trade Secrets?

Technical information
• manufacturing processes 
• pharmaceutical test data 
• designs and drawings of computer 

programs 

Commercial information
• distribution methods 
• suppliers and clients 
• advertising strategies 
• secret formulae/recipes, e.g. Coca Cola 



How Can You 
Protect Your IP?



HOW CAN YOU PROTECT YOUR IP RIGHTS?

• Keep evidence 

• ACID members use the IP Databank 

• Register your designs 

• use a written agreement and protect 
confidentiality

• Use a warning statement on your website, “All 
Intellectual Property Rights in our designs 
belong to [name].  Any infringement will be 
pursued vigorously.”
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IP Databank
• FREE members’ vault

• 3rd party, dated audit trail for 
designs and documents

• Police Intellectual Property Unit 
(PIPCU) endorsed certification 
of ownership

• Invaluable for unregistered 
design rights and copyright

• Proven success on TEMU 
takedown portal



Have a Proactive IP Strategy

“If you don’t want to be 
copied, say so!”

• Know your IP rights

• Territories – protect before you go

• Keep trade secrets, secret!

• Check contracts and agreements

• Manage risks 

• Keep an audit trail!



If You’re Worried 
You’ve Been 
Copied



What to do if you are copied

• Taking legal action doesn’t have to mean going to 
court

• Often, claims are settled via correspondence

• Intellectual Property Enterprise Court has a Small 
Claims Track (SCT) for IP claims

Intellectual Property Enterprise Court - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/courts-tribunals/intellectual-property-enterprise-court


What to do if you are copied
• Gather evidence – Registered IP, Unregistered – ACID IP Databank.

• Try and purchase an alleged copy and keep receipt/provide 
snapshots/images of copy.

• Seek specialist IP advice – ask, have I got a case?  Is the evidence 
strong?  What are the available defences?

• Send a Letter Before Action (“Cease and Desist” letter)

• An alternative is to ask ACID to write a letter. 

• If no success, consider issuing a claim.

• Start proceedings.  When settled, publicise.



ACID Letter
Chasing threads and Flying Tiger



Some ACID Member Big Wins!



https://www.acid.uk.com/become-a-charter-signatory/

IP RESPECT, COMPLIANCE AND ETHICS
Please scan and sign!



Don’t forget!

DCA Members 
get 20% off 

ACID 
Membership!



Any questions?
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